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Our organization has been so fortunate to work with inspiring leaders. We 
remember  Bronwyn Watters and Elaine Keenan-Bengts for their many years 
of service to the Foundation and our broader community.

Another loss to our community is Gerry Avery. Not only was  
he a founding member, but his firm, Avery, Cooper and Co.  
continues to be a strong supporter of the Foundation.

Leadership Message 
New beginnings, and a stronger future.

2022 saw us emerging from the challenges of the pandemic,  
personally, organizationally, and globally.

The past year has been a transformative period for our 
organization, marked by significant milestones and a 
renewed sense of purpose. We embarked on a path of 
resilience and growth, embracing new opportunities and 
adapting to the ever-changing landscape of Canadian 
philanthropy. Through the collective efforts of our dedicated 
team and the unwavering support of our stakeholders, we 
were able to further our community impact.

In 2022 we were honoured to receive more than $1.5M 
in donations, many in memory of family, friends and to 
strengthen community groups. We embarked on a  
multi-faceted five-year strategic planning exercise, and 
we are confident that this work will help us transform our 
organization. This year also brought into focus the work 

we have been doing throughout the NWT as several of our funds have been providing grants and 
scholarships beyond Yellowknife. This trend will likely continue, and compels us to take a closer look  
at what this may mean for our organization as a whole.

We are fortunate to work with enthusiastic and skilled board members and staff. Looking ahead, we 
remain committed to making a lasting impact in our community, while continuing to embrace new 
beginnings, seeking fresh perspectives, and harnessing the power of collaboration with our grantees, 
donors and community partners.

On behalf of the Board and Staff, we would like to thank all of our donors for their continued 
generosity—we could not do this rewarding work without you. And to those who receive funds--thank 
you for making our communities a better place to live. Together we are realizing the Foundation’s vision: 
to be a catalyst for sharing, supportive and connected communities.
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In late 2022, and early 2023, we created and approved our 2023-2028 Strategic Plan. Through these exercises, we have 
recreated our Mission, Vision and Values.

 MISSION:
The Yellowknife Community Foundation is a charitable organization that inspires and enables impactful giving 

in Yellowknife and the Northwest Territories. We strive to align donor interests and community needs through 
evidence-based grant-making, fundraising, strategic investment, public education, and community relations.

VISION:
Our vision is to be a catalyst for sharing, supportive and connected communities.

VALUES:
Generosity, Integrity, Learning, Equity, Diversity & Inclusion, Fiscal Prudence.

Lance Morrison – Sharon Morrison Memorial Indigenous 
Education Fund

“When we moved to Yellowknife in 1981, we moved here with no family, 
no support, and little money. My parents were both high school drop-
outs and not a lot of opportunities were available. In 1985, my mom 
decided to make changes. Aurora College was launching a Homecare/
Long-Term Care program, and Mom saw her chance to break the cycle 
of poverty we had always known. In her later years, she was passionate 
about learning nêhiyawêwin, our ancestral language. Mom’s traditional 
name was Red Butterfly Woman and when we look at the lifecycle of a 
butterfly – from caterpillar to cocoon to butterfly – it represents a life of 
amazing transformation. Therefore, I wanted to ensure these bursaries 
and grants would also be transformational to their recipients. Mom would 
be glad her legacy can live on in these recipients for years to come.”

Gordon Parker – Helen and John Parker Community Fund

“Helen and John Parker focused so much of their lives on helping and 
supporting others, not for personal accolades but in the spirit of making 
the community stronger. Their hearts will always be in Yellowknife, as they 
both wished to see the community grow and prosper into the future. The 
fund established in their names will hopefully continue that community 
support, and perhaps encourage future community developers to follow 
the path.”

Why do people give through  
the Foundation?
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Yellowknife Community  
Foundation funds by type

Administration Funds	 $605,733

Community Impact Fund	 $1,840,934

Resilient Communities Fund	 $107,128

Northern Legacy Funds	 $19,700

Field of Interest	 $935,612

Designated Funds	 $136,824

Hybrid Funds	 $610,625

Pending Funds	 $1,234,769

Student Award Funds	 $1,617,340	

New Funds Established in 2022

• Sharon Morrison Memorial Indigenous Education Fund
• Jerry and Monica Loomis Sahtu Education Legacy Fund
• Milo Martin Memorial Fund
• Eugene Roach Memorial Fund
• Holy Family Lutheran Legacy Fund
• Gerry Avery Memorial Administration Fund
• Eva Henderson Memorial Fund
• Helen and John Parker Community Fund

Community Impact
In 2022, we gave out more than $192,000 and since our inception, have directed almost $1 million to  
various projects, programs and people throughout the Northwest Territories. 

Fund/Fund Type	 Impact

Student Award Funds 

Community Impact Fund

Student awards, scholarships & 	 $38,000 
bursaries to NWT residents 

Habitat for Humanity NWT 	 $35,000 
– modular home build

Yellowknife Tennis Club	 $3,300  
– equipment and upgrades

Folk on the Rocks	 $8,000  
– barrier free improvements to site

Foster Family Coalition of the NWT	 $22,000  
– equipment for tutoring centre

NWT Literacy Council 	 $12,000 
– building upgrades

Visit out website at www.ykcf.ca for a  
full list of our funds!

Program & Initiative	 Awarded
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Visit out website at www.ykcf.ca for a  
full list of our funds!

Fund/Fund Type	 Impact

Program & Initiative	 Awarded

Albert Hall Seniors  
Enhancement Fund 

Helen and John Parker  
Community Fund 

Barb Bromley Fund  
for Seniors and Elders

Elliot Michael Brown Fund

Chris Argue Memorial Fund

Get Her Elected Fund

Helmets for Hardy

Loraine Minish Cooper  
Garden of Hope Fund

Mary Beth Miller  
Memorial Fund

AVENS – A Community for Seniors	 $1,750 
 – flexipasses for Yellowknife facility use 

CNIB	 $2,000  
– CNIB Mobile Hub

Foster Family Coalition of the NWT	 $4,000 
– Northern Stars program

YWCA  
– Good Food Box for Families program	 $4,000 

Alzheimer Society of AB/NWT	 $5,000  
– “Let’s sing” program

Yellowknife Women’s Society	 $5,000  
– rent security and health  
equipment program

Jessica Francis	 $5,000  
– Yikaih Creations

Aisling Dunn	 $1,500  
– cross country ski program

She Can Campaigns	 $2,000

St. Patrick’s High School	 $4,000  
– helmet giveaway

City of Yellowknife	 $2,800  
– garden maintenance

Wren Acorn	 $1,000  
– speedskating program expenses
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Granting Stories  
from 2022

 

 

“I was awarded the Elliot Michael Brown Fund in 2022 for my sewing business 
Yikaih Creations. The grant has been so beneficial to my small business! I have 
been able to purchase small tanned hide portions from local elder tanners 
which contributes to my community. I was able to attend small local markets to 
advertise my sewing business which led to me being able to attend the Adaka 
Cultural Festival in Whitehorse Yukon. Being awarded these funds has also 
encouraged me as an entrepreneur.”

Jessica Francis, Yikaih Creations 
2022 Recipient of the Elliot Michael Brown Fund

Watch for more of these impact stories

 

 
"The funding received from the Helen and John Park Community Fund has been essential 
to supporting program development and allowing the program to thrive! The after-school 
program, catering to the needs of children and families with experience with the foster care 
system, focuses on providing children with fun, inclusive and accessible recreational, cultural and 
educational programming. Funding has supported activities from baking to dog sledding and 
giving these children memories they can cherish forever!"

Foster Family Coalition of the NWT 
2022 Recipient of the Helen and John Parker Community Fund

 
 

“I received the Pat McMahon Memorial Fund at the beginning of the 2022 
academic year while completing a Master of Public Administration. It was an 
honour to receive this award as the person it is named for was instrumental 
in many areas of public administration in the City of Yellowknife.  The funds 
alleviated some of the financial pressures being a mother and working full time. 
The scholarship assisted greatly!”

Melanie Gentles,  
2022 Recipient of the Pat McMahon Memorial Fund
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Thank you to all our donors  
Donations received January 1st, 2022 – December 31st, 2022

Anonymous

Adam and Laurie Bembridge

Aggie Brockman

Alexander Legaree

Alice Davies-Roach

Aline Roach

Alison Bartlet

Allan Yeoman

Amanda Grant

Amy Lea

Andrea Nemeth

Andrew Rogers

Andy Young

Angela Plautz

Ann Hall

Anna Tumchewics

Annette and Emile Roach

April Willier

Audrey Henderson

Avery Cooper & Co. 

Barb Zelek

Barbara and Kenneth  
Weatherby

Belinda Edmunds

Ben and Linda Hubert

Betty and Danny Boone

Betty Anne and Greg  
Alexander

Bob and Joan Gerard

Bob Montgomery

Brandon Gowe

Brenda Auge

Brenda Dovick

Brent Hinchey

Brian McCann

Brian Sieben

Brian Yurris

Brittany Russell

Bronwyn Watters

Bruce Hanna

Cameron Twa

Canadian Online Giving 
Foundation

Carm Allen

Carol Amirault

Carol Henderson

Carolyn Cronk

Catherine Macquarrie

Cathy and Gerard Landry

Cathy Cudmore

Cayley Thomas 

Charles Dent

Chelsey MacDonald

Cheryl Griffin

Chris Cahoon

Christine Anderson

Connie Campbell

Cory Kokotailo

Courtney Northrup

Crowe MacKay LLP

Cynthia Goodyer

Cynthia Roach

Dale Durnford

Danielle Cuvelier

Daphne Strowbridge

Darlene Szilagyi

Dave and Lesley Preston

David and Terrilyn Janes

David Gilday and Pam  
Dunbar

David McCann

David Monroe

David Reid

David Speakman

Dawn Lupton

Dean Riou

Debbie Hillier

Denise Paquette

Dennis Pfeffer

Diane Baldwin and Walt 
Humphries

Dinah Elliott

Don and Nancy Clarke

Don Boone

Dr. Kenneth Dent

Dustin Milligan

Dylan Ruelle

Eberhard Theil

Edith Mair

Elaine Waldorf

Elana Liberman

Elizabeth and Gary Pomfrey

Elizabeth Brace

Emma Thomas

Erin Hayward

Erin Winkler

Flo Campbell

Fox Consulting

Garry and Lesley Singer

Georgina Rolt

Gerald Maurice Loomis

Ghislain Tetam Tassa

Gladys Eggenberger

Government of the  
Northwest Territories

Guy and Kelly Goudreau

Gwen Young

Hassan Adam

Hayli Deans

Heather Burns 

Heather Manning

Helen Parker 

Herb Mathisen

Hilya Hall

Holly White

Holy Family Lutheran Church

Howard E. Sparkes

Ian and Joan Campbell

Ian Legaree

Irene and Mark Williams

Jacqui Wilkie

Jae Doyle

James and Mary Quinn

James Hamel

James R. Posynick

Janet Diveky

Janet Fuhrer

Janice Beland

Janice Render

Janis R. Clemis

Jannet Ann Leggett

Jean Bristow

Jean Chartrand

Jean-Luc Pilon

Jennifer Dallman-Sanders

Jennifer Fresque-Baxter

Jennifer Meness

Jennifer Taylor

Jim Strowbridge

Joan Gamble

Jo-Anne Cecchetto

Joanne Currie

Joanne Townsend

John Guy

John Lauder

John Z. Vertes

Jonny and Lou Covello

Joyce DeProy

Judith Huddart

Judith McDougall

Julia Cornish

Justine Abigail Yu

Kali Orchard

Kara King

Karen Hamre

Karen Simmons

Katharine Dalton

Katherine Kingsmill Marsales

Kathi Zimmerman

Kay Naidoo

Kelly Castel

Kelly McLaughlin

Ken Montour

Kenneth Dragon

Kerrin Patterson

Kevin O’Reilly

Kim and Andrew Austin

Kim Falconer

Kim Miller

Kimberly Colombe
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Kirsten Carthew

Kristal Melanson

Kudzai Hwami

Lance Morrison

Laura Waller

Law Society of the Northwest 
Territories

Lea Luxton

LeeAnna Carson

Lesley Bowness

Leslie Goit

Leslie Louie

Linda McNeely

Linda Nickerson

Linda Roach

Linda Whitford

Lindsay Chiasson

Lisa Ladouceur

Lisa Loiselle

Lisa Maracle

Lise Raymond

Liz Bloom

Lois Little

Lorne Gushue

Lorraine C. Seale

Lorri Kamitomo

Louis Covello

Louise Dundas-Matthews

Louise Jovanovic

Lucie Pekarek

Lucille and Marven Kelly

Lyndsay Brisard

Lynn Benedictson

Maggie Quirt

Margaret Kawaja

Margot McCann

Maria del Breadmore

Marie Van Hooydonk

Marie-Eve Cournoyer

Mark and Carolyn Cronk

Mark Boone

Marlene Bell

Marsha and John Argue

Martin and Patti Male

Mary and Dan Hewitt

Mary Sullivan

Maryann Morrison

Matthew Huynh

Matthieu Gauthier

Maureen Marshall

Maxine Avery

McLennan Ross

Megan Appleton

Megan Holsapple

Megan Semjanovs

Melvin and Jennifer Genge

Merril Dean

Michael Argue

Michele Thoms

Michelle and Ben Parry

Michelle Landry

Michelle McCann

Michelle Parry

Mike Scott

Mike Vaydik

Morningstar Air Express Inc.

Murray McMahon

Nancy Zimmerman

Natalie Sauve

Nathaniel Stone

Neela Imana

Norm Mair

Olivia Lee

Olivia Patterson

Orielle Rowlands

Pam Slater and Larry  
Adamson

Pamela Clarke

Paola Konge

Patricia Rapley

Patrick Michael Gannon

Paulette Doucet

Peter Beazley

Peter Stuart and Leslie 
Bromley

Ptarmicon 

Rachelle Desrochers

Randy Langlois

Raymond and Diane Tonge

Reid Tait

Rhonda and Bob Sharp

Rio Tinto Diavik Diamond 
Mines Inc.

Rita Lunkuse

Robert Bromley

Robert and Anna 
Tumchewics

Robin Greig

Ronna MacCara

Ronne Heming

Rosemarie Critch

Russ Sparkes

Sahtu Secretariat  
Incorporated

Sam Wong

Sandra J. Wowk

Sandra Nielsen

Sarah Hart

Sarah Kay

Sermin Heyck

Shain Hogg & Sheck  
Professional Corporation

Shaleen Woodward

Shane Clark

Shawne Kokelj

Sheila DeVine

Shelby Skinner

Shirley Zouboules

Sonja Tumchewics

Stefanie Philipp

Stephanie Benay

Steven Voytilla

Susan Franklin

Susan Huvenaars

Suzanne Blanchette

Suzanne Desfosses

Tammy Kelly

Tara Cripps

Teresa Trimble

The Fiera Capital Foundation

Theresa Slator

Theresa Wright

Thomas Hall

Tim Churchill

Tina McDonald

Tom and Laurie Morris

Tomiko Robson

Tony and Flo Campbell

Trina Legge

United Way Centraide –  
East Ontario

Valerie Smith

Vicki Jensen

Victor Laird

Victoria (Laurie) Gault

Wanda Roberts

Wendy Bisaro

Wendy Campeau

Wendy L Pilon

Wendy Malkin

Wesley Anderson

Will Avery

William Gilday

William Hinchey

William MacKay

Wilma Hyslop

Yvonne Thevenot

Zachary Silva

DONATE TODAY!

https://yellowknifecf.fcsuite.com/erp/donate
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Our Volunteers
We thank our knowledgeable, passionate, and dedicated volunteer board of directors for  
their excellent guidance and support. 

Ian Legaree – Celebrating 30 Years with YKCF

Yes, it’s true!—Ian was one of our founding board members in 1993; he has served for three  
consecutive 9-year terms, with a year off in between. Ian has had a hand in all aspects of the  
Foundation—helping to shape governance, granting, finance and communications policies.  

Our heartfelt thank you! to Ian for his dedication to the Foundation.  

Board Members 2022

Committee Members 2022

Charles Dent
David Gilday

Our Staff

Sophie Kirby – Executive Director
Rosella Stoesz – Project Coordinator

Laurie Gault, Chair

Jason Snaggs, Vice Chair

Matthieu Gauthier, Secretary-Treasurer

Robin Greig, Past Chair

Ian Legaree, Director

Elizabeth Doyle, Director

Marta Moir, Director

Lana de Bastiani, Director

Eric Chalker, Director

Paul Gillard, Director

Sara Brown, Director
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Sophie Kirby  
Executive Director 
sophie@ykcf.ca

5007 50th Avenue 
PO Box 1620 
Yellowknife, NT, X1A 2P2

ykcf.ca

Land Acknowledgement

The Yellowknife Community Foundation’s physical office is located in Sòmba K’è on Chief Drygeese 
Territory in Treaty 8, the traditional home of the Yellowknifes Deve and the North Slave Metis, also known 
as Yellowknife, Northwest Territories.


